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UNDERSTANDING THE KENYA ANTI-FINANCE BILL, OCCUPY PARLIAMENT, ANTI-RUTO,
ANTI-NEOLIBERALISM PROTESTS

Kenya has a protest culture that dates back to the pre-colonial days. However, the protests that
took place between 18t June 2024 and 25t June 2024 and are scheduled to continue for days to
come are unprecedented in Kenya’s modern history.

The ongoing demonstrations that started as the anti-Finance Bill protests and have since morphed
into the anti-President William Ruto protests have attracted hundreds of thousands, probably over
a million young and brave protesters in all cities and major towns across the country.

Context of the demonstrations

But the question that begs an answer is; why such huge demonstrations now? The fact of the matter
is that the ongoing demonstrations are not merely a result of the rejection of the Finance Bill, but
as a result of the neo-liberal capitalism onslaught; failed campaign promises; and government
arrogance that has deepened since President William Ruto was sworn in on 13t September 2022.

In the run up to the 9t August 2022 general elections, President Ruto, who was then the Deputy
President campaigned on a populist ‘hustler’ narrative where he made heavy promises to all the
sectors of the society. The promises ranged from better wages for the workers, to free sanitary pads
for women. He promised to reduce taxation, improve the business environment for those in the
informal economy and to reduce external borrowing. He promised to lower the cost of living, in
particular the cost of fuel and food. He also waged a class-based campaign where he reminded
Kenyan voters that the battle was not between ethnicities but between the dynasties (Kenya’s super
rich) and the hustlers (everybody else). At the time, the then President, Uhuru Kenyatta was
supporting the opposition leader, Raila Odinga and opposing his own Deputy, William Ruto.

Because of this class narrative coupled with the traditional ethnic-based voting, William Ruto
managed to win the Presidency by more than 50% of the vote.

At the start of his Presidency, President Ruto started well at the continental level by launching a
barrage of attacks against the US dollar, advising African countries to ditch the exploitative dollar
and instead trade using their local currencies. He further spoke against the practice of African leaders
travelling abroad to borrow money in a disorganised and humiliating manner. At the international
level, Ruto spoke several times against the IMF/World Bank hegemony and demanded for a review
of the modus operandi of these Bretton Woods institutions particularly on their relations with the
developing world.

However, internally, Ruto appointed a Cabinet of millionaires that did not reflect the ‘Hustler’
narrative of his campaigns. He also ignored progressive political parties that had joined his Kenya
Kwanza Alliance (which included CPK) and instead even extended a leaf to those who had
campaigned against him.



To give a concrete example of the about-turn on the hustler-dynasty narrative; at one point,
ordinary Kenyans living in Nairobi and Narok invaded land belonging to the family of the former
President Uhuru Kenyatta (a perfect representation of the Kenyan bourgeoisie) and began
subdividing it for themselves, but the Police were sent to stop these ‘hustler invasions’ contrary to
what the so-called hustlers expected (the Kenyatta family is the biggest land owner in Kenya, most
of it being land that Jomo Kenyatta, the first President of Kenya grabbed in the 1960/70s). The
cost of living kept rising yet none of the campaign promises were being fulfilled.

At the beginning of 2023, the main bourgeois opposition (Azimio coalition) took advantage of the
situation and organised demonstrations across the country and in Nairobi in particular, where they
made a mix of popular and self-centred demands. Eventually, the government and the
parliamentary opposition agreed to hold talks and to work together to address the issues affecting
ordinary Kenyans. Unfortunately and not surprisingly so, the talks only dealt with selfish demands,
and did not address or propose ways of addressing the real issues which included the rising cost of
living and unemployment. The dalliance between the government and the opposition even led to
the Government supporting the candidature of Raila Odinga (the leader of Azimio coalition) to
contest for the coveted position of the African Union Commission Chairperson domiciled in Addis
Ababa Ethiopia. For President Ruto, this meant that he now had a carte blanche to do anything as
there was no longer any formidable opposition to his rule...or so he thought.

Neo-liberalism and government arrogance

In June 2023, the Cabinet Secretary for the National Treasury presented the first Budget estimates
under the Ruto administration and contrary to the expectations of many, the budget was clearly
anti-people. Billions were disproportionately allocated to luxury, travel and wasteful expenditure,
while very little was allocated towards the fulfilment of the campaign promises. At the same time,
austerity measures were applied in education, health, social services, and democratic governance.
It wasn’t long before it became clear to the Kenyan public that the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) had a heavy hand in the drafting of that national budget. Alongside the budget, the Finance
Bill, which is the Bill that seeks to fund the budget by way of taxation, was thereafter passed by
Parliament where it introduced harsh taxation at all levels of the economy. The explanation by the
President for the increased taxation was that Kenya needed to fund its own development rather
than borrow externally. Another rationale given was that Kenya needed to be in good books with
its creditors by paying the existing national debt. In response to this, there were some
demonstrations in Nairobi but they did not catch traction as they were violently dispersed.

The consequence of this is that the economy continued to slow down, and contrary to its earlier
position, the government went on a borrowing spree from IMF, US, EU countries, Middle Eastern
countries, and the Far East countries (borrowing comparatively more per year than what was
borrowed by previous governments.)

While everyone else was complaining that there was no money in the economy and while the
government was talking about the need for austerity measures, senior government officials and
politicians allied to the ruling party were shamelessly displaying their newfound wealth, with some
showing off shoes, clothes and watches worth millions of Kenya shillings. Some were even
organising football tournaments and church fundraisers where they would contribute up to 20
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million shillings per sitting. This shameless display of newfound opulence that could only be as a
result of corruption did not go well with the ordinary masses. At the same time, the President
would spend more money and time in foreign capitals than he would locally in Kenya. For instance,
in May this year he made a state visit to the USA using a privately hired Jet at a cost of over 200
million Kenya shillings, at a time when he could have saved millions by using the official Presidential
Jet or the Kenya Airways. Outrage from the public was met with arrogance and lies from the
President and his handlers.

Spontaneous protests in 2024

CPK had warned Ruto's government of the then impending national crisis as soon as it came to
power in 2022. As a matter of fact, what CPK warned the UDA-Ruto regime about is now coming
to pass.

On 13t June 2024 the 2024/25 national budget of 3.9 trillion Kenya shillings was presented in
parliament and subsequently the Finance Bill was also presented. Again, just like the previous year,
wasteful and senseless expenditure dominated the budget, and tax sources were expanded in a
manner that would worsen the high cost of living and push more people into abject poverty.

Kenyans reacted to the proposed increased taxation on social media, particularly on Tiktok and
Twitter but the government responded in a patronising and arrogant manner. Again, just like in
the previous year, the Social Justice Centres Working Group that works closely with CPK held a
protest of several hundred in opposition to the Finance Bill.

A second protest was planned by several activists and was scheduled for 18t June 2024. To the
surprise of many including the planners, the turnout was huge, and it was largely made up of self-
mobilised youths who were ready to occupy parliament on the date that it was meant to debate
the Finance Bill. The demonstrators were very young and brave men and women, with the women
taking the lead. The demonstrations, dubbed the “Gen-Z” demos were spontaneous and leaderless.
On the first day of the demonstrations, Nairobi was turned into a cat and mouse field with tear
gas filling up the city. On 20t June 2024, huge protests across the country erupted and they ended
up with two fatalities which angered the protesters and Kenyans even more. However, nothing
had prepared the Government for the numbers that were to attend the protests on 25" June 2024
which was the day that Parliament was to vote for the final approval of the Finance Bill. Hundreds
of thousands of young Kenyans turned out for the demonstrations in Nairobi and they eventually
managed to break through the police blockade and literally occupy parliament leading to Members
of Parliament scampering for safety, some even using the cover of ambulances to escape the wrath
of the masses. At the end of it, 12 demonstrators were killed by the police while hundreds were
hospitalised with gunshot wounds and other injuries. The protests were loud and clear not only in
the city centre but in the estates and in other cities and towns. In Nakuru City for example,
demonstrators managed to storm into the Nakuru State House compound but were violently
repulsed by the police leading to the death of six protesters. In summary, the masses across the
country proved that the power of the people is unstoppable.

Later that day, a tough talking (but visibly shaken) President addressed the nation and announced
the deployment of the Kenya Defence Forces to deal with the situation. The masses in their



response through social media dared the President and announced State House Nairobi as their
next venue of demonstrations which was scheduled for 27t June 2024. A day later, the President
made a hasty retreat and addressed the nation once more and agreed not to assent to the Finance
Bill. This move seemed to demobilise some of the protesters and the numbers turning out for the
27t June demos were significantly reduced.

The masses are not satisfied

In spite of the President’s refusal to assent to the Finance Bill, the masses are not satisfied. Calls for
“Ruto Must Go” still reign in the air. The people are appalled by the fact that the government is
not taking responsibility and accountability for the killings that have since occurred. Many are
angered by the fact that the State is conducting abductions of those who it imagines to be the
leaders/organisers of the demonstrations. A majority do not trust this government that promised
high heavens and delivered the opposite.

However, there lacks a concrete way forward due to the spontaneous nature of the demonstrations
that lack a clear organisational and ideological agenda. As history has taught us, such spontaneous
protests either end up being hijacked by organised reactionary forces, fizzle out, end up in anarchy
or end up in revolutionary changes in cases where the subjective forces are strong. The protests,
which many speakers are mischaracterising as a ‘revolution’ are still an important action in the
popular struggles of the Kenyan people. Our task as CPK is to ensure that revolutionary ideas reach
the masses since it is only when revolutionary ideas reach the masses that they become a
revolutionary force. CPK had predicted these events in its National Congress that was held on 31
January 2024 in the state of the nation message titled “Kenya is in a crisis, all must sacrifice to
salvage the nation.” It is only by strengthening the presently weak subjective forces, CPK, that
revolutionary change can be born out of these popular struggles. Indeed, if the subjective forces
were strong and well organised, then historic revolutionary changes would have taken place in the
aftermath of the recent protests.

Above all, there is no doubt that the protests are a result of the existing crisis of capitalism, and the
only solution is to organise for the defeat of capitalism and to build socialism and communism.

Immediate demands
In the immediate term, CPK demands that the UDA Government must:

1. Officially recognise and account for those who were killed and injured by the security
agencies and to further compensate the families of the dead and injured;

2. Immediately arrest and prosecute all the security officers who ordered/conducted the
killings, abductions and state violence that was meted on peaceful demonstrators and
perceived organisers;

3. Immediately remove all the corrupt, underperforming and/or arrogant Cabinet Secretaries,
Principal Secretaries, Advisers and National Assembly leadership;
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Reduce the budget to less than 2 trillion Kenya shillings by cutting down on luxury, wasteful
and non-core expenditure;

Reduce the salaries of all State Officers and increase the salaries of the least paid workers
ensuring that the highest paid state officer does not earn more than 20 times the least

earning worker;

Immediately commence the process to recover all money that was stolen within the last 12
years;

Restructure and re-negotiate the national debt, and inform the creditors that it is not
possible to make any payments due to urgent national economic priorities;

Inform the creditors that any loan that was taken without following due legal procedure
shall be repaid from the proceeds of those who were responsible of taking the said loans;

Cut all ties with the IMF and World Bank;

Stop and reverse the process of privatisation of State parastatals;

Remove all taxes from agricultural inputs and ensure that small scale agriculture is tax free;
Employ agricultural extension officers and deploy them in the rural areas;

Ensure that education in public institutions is free up to bachelor’s university level;
Employ the JSS teachers on permanent and pensionable basis;

Write off all the past HELB loans and replace HELB with free educational grants “boom” to
all college and university students;

Ensure that healthcare services in all public hospitals are free and of high quality;

Employ all unemployed medical workers, increase the pay for medical interns and execute
a CBA with the striking clinical officers with immediate effect;

Abandon the process of mutilating NHIF and instead reform NHIF by prosecuting all the
corrupt NHIF officials and demanding that all the health facilities that have fleeced off NHIF
make repayment within 6 months;

Revoke the inclusion of Kenya as a NATO ally;

Make an unconditional condemnation the ongoing Palestinian genocide that is being
carried out by Israel and support the ICJ case by South Africa;



21. Revoke the pro-Ukraine stand made in the Ukraine/Russia conflict;

22. Remove all foreign military bases in Kenya within the next 6 months.
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